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Congress and the executive branch under-
took a review of the NPAS evaluation. 

My Administration has completed the 
NPAS review as well as an evaluation of ac-
tions taken by the Turkish government to ad-
dress the proliferation activities of certain 
Turkish entities (once officials of the U.S. 
Government brought them to the Turkish 
government’s attention). The Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of Energy, and the mem-
bers of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
are confident that the pertinent issues have 
been sufficiently resolved and that there is 
a sufficient basis (as set forth in the classified 
annexes, which will be transmitted separately 
by the Secretary of State) to proceed with 
congressional review of the Agreement and, 
if legislation is not enacted to disapprove it, 
to bring the Agreement into force. 

In my judgment, entry into force of the 
Agreement will serve as a strong incentive 
for Turkey to continue its support for non-
proliferation objectives and enact future 
sound nonproliferation policies and prac-
tices. It will also promote closer political and 
economic ties with a NATO ally, and provide 
the necessary legal framework for U.S. indus-
try to make nuclear exports to Turkey’s 
planned civil nuclear sector.Q06 

This transmittal shall constitute a submittal 
for purposes of both section 123 b. and 123 
d. of the Act. My Administration is prepared 
to begin immediate consultations with the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee and the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee as pro-
vided in section 123 b. Upon completion of 
the period of 30 days of continuous session 
provided for in section 123 b., the period of 
60 days of continuous session provided for 
in section 123 d. shall commence. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 22, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 23. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Romania-United States 
Extradition Treaty and Protocols on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal 
Matters 
January 22, 2008 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between 
the United States of America and Romania 
(the ‘‘Extradition Treaty’’ or the ‘‘Treaty’’) 
and the Protocol to the Treaty between the 
United States of America and Romania on 
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters 
(the ‘‘Protocol’’), both signed at Bucharest on 
September 10, 2007. I also transmit, for the 
information of the Senate, the reports of the 
Department of State with respect to the Ex-
tradition Treaty and Protocol. 

The Extradition Treaty would replace the 
outdated Extradition Treaty between the 
United States and Romania, signed in Bucha-
rest on July 23, 1924, and the Supplementary 
Extradition Treaty, signed in Bucharest on 
November 10, 1936. The Protocol amends 
the Treaty Between the United States of 
America and Romania on Mutual Legal As-
sistance in Criminal Matters, signed in Wash-
ington on May 26, 1999 (the ‘‘1999 Mutual 
Legal Assistance Treaty’’). Both the Extra-
dition Treaty and the Protocol also fulfill the 
requirements for bilateral instruments (be-
tween the United States and each European 
Union (EU) Member State) that are con-
tained in the Extradition and Mutual Legal 
Assistance Agreements between the United 
States and the EU currently before the Sen-
ate. 

The Extradition Treaty follows generally 
the form and content of other extradition 
treaties recently concluded by the United 
States. It would replace an outmoded list of 
extraditable offenses with a modern ‘‘dual 
criminality’’ approach, which would enable 
extradition for such offenses as money laun-
dering and other newer offenses not appear-
ing on the list. The Treaty also contains a 
modernized ‘‘political offense’’ clause, and it 
provides that neither Party shall refuse extra-
dition based on the citizenship of the person 
sought. Finally, the new Treaty incorporates 
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a series of procedural improvements to 
streamline and speed the extradition process. 
The Protocol primarily serves to amend the 
1999 Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty in areas 
required pursuant to the U.S.-EU Mutual 
Legal Assistance Agreement, specifically: 
mutual legal assistance to administrative au-
thorities; expedited transmission of requests; 
use limitations; identification of bank infor-
mation; joint investigative teams; and video 
conferencing. 

I recommend that the Senate give early 
and favorable consideration to the Extra-
dition Treaty and the Protocol, along with 
the U.S.-EU Extradition and Mutual Legal 
Assistance Agreements and the other related 
bilateral instruments between the United 
States and European Union Member States. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 22, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 23. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the International Convention on the 
Control of Harmful Anti-Fouling 
Systems on Ships 
January 22, 2008 

To the Senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for the advice and 

consent of the Senate to its ratification, the 
International Convention on the Control of 
Harmful Anti-Fouling Systems on Ships, 
2001 (the ‘‘Convention’’). 

The Convention aims to control the harm-
ful effects of anti-fouling systems, which are 
used on the hulls of ships to prevent the 
growth of marine organisms. These systems 
are necessary to increase fuel efficiency and 
minimize the transport of hull-borne species; 
however, anti-fouling systems can also have 
negative effects on the marine environment, 
including when a vessel remains in place for 
a period of time (such as in port). 

To mitigate these effects, the Convention 
prohibits Parties from using organotin-based 
anti-fouling systems on their ships, and it 
prohibits ships that use such systems from 
entering Parties’ ports, shipyards, or offshore 

terminals. The Convention authorizes con-
trols on use of other anti-fouling systems that 
could be added in the future, after a com-
prehensive review process. 

The Convention was adopted at a Diplo-
matic Conference of the International Mari-
time Organization in October 2001 and 
signed by the United States on December 
12, 2002. The United States played a leader-
ship role in the negotiation and development 
of the Convention. With Panama’s ratifica-
tion of the Convention on September 17, 
2007, 25 States representing over 25 percent 
of the world’s merchant shipping tonnage 
have now ratified the Convention. Therefore, 
the Convention will enter into force on Sep-
tember 17, 2008. 

Organotin-based anti-fouling systems are 
specifically regulated through the Organotin 
Anti-Fouling Paint Control Act of 1988 
(OAPCA), 33 U.S.C. 2401–2410. New legis-
lation is required to fully implement the Con-
vention and will take the form of a complete 
revision and replacement of OAPCA. All in-
terested executive branch agencies support 
ratification. I recommend that the Senate 
give early and favorable consideration to the 
Convention and give its advice and consent 
to its ratification, with the declaration set out 
in the analysis of Article 16 in the attached 
article-by-article analysis. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 22, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 23. 

Message to the Senate Transmitting 
the Republic of Bulgaria-United 
States Extradition Treaty and 
Agreement on Mutual Legal 
Assistance in Criminal Matters 
January 22, 2008 

To the Senate of the United States: 
With a view to receiving the advice and 

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Extradition Treaty between 
the Government of the United States of 
America and the Government of the Repub-
lic of Bulgaria (the ‘‘Extradition Treaty’’ or 
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